Epiphytic forms were squeezed from root and leaves of submerged macrophytes, epilithic forms were scrubbed from pebble surfaces using toothbrushes and planktonic forms were trapped using phytoplankton net (mesh size-10µ). Diatom samples were preserved in 4% (final concentrateon) formalin. In laboratory, samples were centrifuged, washed with hot saturated solution of chromic acid (K 2 Cr 2 O 7 in conc. H 2 SO 4 ) and mounted by euparol. The slides thus prepared were observed and microphotographs of the frustules were taken using Carl Zeiss Axioster plus Microscope and Canon digital camera. The diatoms were identified following monographs of Tiffany and Britton (1952) , Hustedt (1961 Hustedt ( -1966 , Prowse (1962) , Metzeltin and Lange-Bertalot (1998) , Gandhi (1999) , You et al. (2009) and ADIAC database. Slides have been deposited at the Department of Botany, P.G. Campus, Biratnagar.
Himalayan diatoms of Nepal has been studied by Hirano (1955 Hirano ( , 1963 Hirano ( , 1969 Hirano ( , 1984 , Suxena and Venkateswarlu (1968) , Suxena et al. (1972) , Jüttner et al. (1996 Jüttner et al. ( , 2000 Jüttner et al. ( , 2003 Jüttner et al. ( , 2004 and Yoshimura et al. (1997 Yoshimura et al. ( , 2000 Yoshimura et al. ( , 2006 . Though, thousands of glacier lakes, icefed streams and ponds are still untouched phycologically. From Mustang, Hirano (1955) has reported few diatoms from Tukucha moor (2600 msl) and tributaries of Kali Gandaki (2500 msl) but after that no other reports have been released from this area. Thus, in the present study, an attempt has made to explore high altitude diatoms from Nepal Himalayas.
